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of the great River smooth. Take courage, both of
you; and do not forget what the French have done
for you.”

The result of these Councils or meetings was, that
it was considered that, if the Hurons undertook to
negotiate peace, they would do it much more effect-
ively than the French, as they have a better knowl-
edge than we of savage usages. The only thing to
be feared is the vengeance and fury of some individ-
ual; for a mere fancy will suffice to cause a blow
from a hatchet to be struck at these prisoners, and
then all hopes of peace will fall to the ground. May
God [186] be pleased to direct this matter for his
greater glory.

At last, when the Hurons were almost ready to
return to their country, as Monsieur the Governor
saw that the Iroquois took or massacred nearly all
who came down to the French, he gave them more
than a score of brave Soldiers from among those
whom the Queen has sent over this year to this coun-
try. These went with them to winter in their vil-
lages, and to serve as an escort to them the following
year when they should come down to Kebec. Would
you believe that some of these Soldiers, who had
formerly been rather bad fellows, told us that it was
not lucre nor the hope of any reward that induced
them to undertake a journey on which they will
encounter great hardships in the difficulties of the
road? But they protested that the desire of plying
their trade for the good of the Faith, and of giving
their lives for so great an object, led them to confide
themselves to those barbarians. It is true that Rev-
erend Father Jean de Brebeuf went up with them.
He understands [187] the Huron language, and will



